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ECO SHARK BARRIER 
Statement 

HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: Tonight I would like to talk about the eco shark barrier, 
which is an environmentally sensitive and respecting, cost-conscious beach safety solution. The community of 
Western Australia requires a secure ocean swimming environment, safe from sharks. Marine life needs to be 
protected to maintain balance in marine ecology. I have an eco shark barrier with me tonight—I do not seek to 
table it — 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! Member, you have to speak into the microphone so that your comments are picked 
up. You are doing that for display purposes? 
Hon PHIL EDMAN: Yes, I am. 
The PRESIDENT: Do it, show the house, and then stand in your place and deliver your speech. 
Hon PHIL EDMAN: This is the eco shark barrier, which I do not seek to table but I will have in my office for 
24 hours if members would like to have a look at it. This is exactly what it looks like; it is environmentally 
friendly. 
The eco shark barrier is an easy-to-assemble, seabed-to-surface, shore-to-ocean solution that aims to keep sharks 
at bay. This solution is designed and produced by Eco Shark Barrier Pty Ltd, which is a Western Australian 
company. It is also Western Australian made and designed, which I think we should be very, very proud of. The 
eco shark barrier is not a shark net, and marine life is not caught in the eco shark barrier due to the design of the 
interlocking cross-connectors; members, can have a look. Marine life often becomes trapped in shark nets, 
causing death, which creates the need for maintenance and that costs the taxpayer. The eco barrier acts as an 
underwater wall made of self-buoyant, interlocking cross-connectors. I guess the flotation device sits in the 
ocean, and the bottom of the barrier is moored to the ocean floor by chains and anchors. It is environmentally 
conscious, cost-effective and a complete barrier; it is durable, easily changeable and very, very low maintenance. 

The City of Cockburn installed the eco shark barrier members have seen tonight at its own expense for, I believe, 
a four or five-month trial at Coogee Beach between December 2013 and April 2014. It was moored about 
75 metres out from the beach, at 300 metres across with the deepest point being at about 3.6 metres. The cost of 
one of these barriers a year, if local governments wanted to rent it, would be about $22 000, with about 
$10 000 a year for maintenance. 

The Mayor of Cockburn, His Worship Logan Howlett, told me that the council spent money on a survey while 
that barrier was in place, which found that people as far as Joondalup, Wanneroo and Armadale were coming 
down to the south metropolitan area to swim in our beach because the barrier gave them peace of mind that the 
beach was safe. I think that is outstanding. 

The councils of the City of Rockingham and the City of Cockburn asked for funding for this barrier in January 
2013, but they were not successful. If eco shark barriers were placed in 22 locations over 10 years at beaches at 
Mullaloo, Trigg, Scarborough, Floreat, City Beach, North Cottesloe, Cottesloe, Leighton, Port Beach, Coogee, 
Palm Beach in Rockingham—my area—Old Dunsborough, Meelup, Eagle Bay, Smith’s Beach, Three Bears, 
Yallingup, Moses Rock, Guillotines, Cowaramup Point, Lefthanders and Prevelly, it would cost about 
$4.8 million, the maintenance of which would be about $2.2 million. That would be $7 million over 10 years, 
which means about $700 000 a year to give people peace of mind; to make sure they are safe swimming in the 
ocean. I have been in this chamber before talking about shark shields and alternative measures to make the 
people of Western Australia safe. I am not going to come into this chamber and bag my government and talk 
about drum lines. However, I would like to say that to date we have not caught one great white. I have swum 
with great whites, but I believe that they are the sharks causing fatalities. 

I would like families, young children and the people of Western Australia to have peace of mind to go into the 
water and not fear they will be taken by a shark. If that means putting in a shark barrier in 22 locations across 
very popular beaches in Western Australia at a cost of something like $700 000 a year, we should definitely 
consider it. At the end of the day, it is about making people feel safe when they go into the water. At the end of 
the day, maybe all of us together as a Parliament, including you, Mr President, should lobby the federal 
government and ask that it put some money into the problem in Western Australia to fund alternative measures 
like the eco shark barrier. Maybe we should also target local governments and ask them to put in a share. Maybe 
we could fund $700 000 a year to make all our beaches safer, with a third from councils, a third from the federal 
government and a third from the state government. I do not believe, and I will never believe, that drum lines will 
give people the peace of mind that it is safe to go back into the water. There must be some substance to why the 
government is doing that. We have always talked about shark shields and commercial fishing, Hon Rick Mazza, 
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but we need to pull together and think what will be the best for the people of Western Australia. We need to look 
at alternative measures. I ask this house to join with me to help make beaches a safer environment for the people 
of Western Australia, families and young children, and I ask everybody in here to support alternative measures. 
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